
   
 

   
 

WCSD 3rd– 5th Grade Distance Learning Plan 

Dear Families:  

The purpose of distance learning is to reinforce skills your child has been developing throughout this school year, and 
this time will serve as a way to extend that learning. This is an opportunity for your child’s learning to continue to be 
strengthened and enriched. We are not asking you to teach your child new skills and information, only to support your 

child in strengthening the concepts he/she has already been taught.  

As your students begin working on their assignments, staff are here to work with all families and accommodate all the varying 
circumstances families are experiencing. Keep in mind:  

• Students can electronically submit assignments as they are completed to teachers via whichever submission procedure the 
assignment calls for. Your child’s teacher will communicate with your family to determine which method works best. Some 
options could include: emailing teachers the completed assignment, a physical packet turn in location, taking pictures and 
posting to a website for completion, submitting through Microsoft Teams, and/or turning in hard copies when we return to 
school; staff will find a solution that works individual for families. ����  

• TIPS FOR IF YOU/YOUR CHILD ARE STUCK ON AN ASSIGNMENT:  
• Each classroom teacher, specialist, and support staff member will connect with individual families and develop a daily 

communication/support plan, including hours of availability. Communication could include: WCSD staff email, 
Microsoft Teams, phone calls, and other platforms agreed upon between the staff member and the family.  

• Your child’s principal and other support staff will help with communication between teachers and families and will 
support wherever necessary to help families feel successful throughout “Distance Learning”.  

Possible Daily Schedule for Your Child: Key – if your child becomes frustrated, stop, write down what is confusing for when you 
connect with your classroom teacher and go on to a different activity. Pacing of activities should match the learning needs of your 
child, their developmental level and your family’s personal situation.  We are here to support you and your child, please use your 
classroom teacher and other school support staff as resources.  



Plan de Educación a distancia del WCSD del 3º al 5º grado 

Queridas familias: 

El propósito del aprendizaje a distancia es reforzar las habilidades que su hijo ha estado desarrollando durante este año 

escolar, y esta vez servirá como una forma de extender ese aprendizaje. Esta es una oportunidad para que el 

aprendizaje de su hijo continúe fortaleciendo 

 y enriqueciéndose. No le estamos pidiendo que le enseñe a su hijo nuevas habilidades e información, solo para ayudarlo a fortalecer 

los conceptos que ya le han enseñado. 

A medida que sus estudiantes comienzan a trabajar en sus tareas, el personal está aquí para trabajar con todas las familias y 

adaptarse a todas las circunstancias que las familias están experimentando. Tenga en cuenta que:  

 Los estudiantes pueden enviar las tareas electrónicamente a medida que se completan a los maestros a través del

procedimiento de envío que requiera la tarea. El maestro de su hijo/hija se comunicará con su familia para determinar qué

método funciona mejor. Algunas opciones pueden incluir: enviar por correo electrónico a los maestros la tarea completada,

un paquete físico para entregar la ubicación, tomar fotografías y publicarlas en un sitio web para completar, enviar a través

de los equipos de Microsoft y / o entregar copias impresas cuando regresemos a la escuela; el personal encontrará una

solución que funcione individualmente para las familias. 😊

 CONSEJOS EN CASO QUE USTED / SU HIJO TIENEN UN PROBLEMA CON UNA ASIGNACIÓN:

• Cada maestro de aula, especialista y miembro del personal de apoyo se conectará con familias individuales y desarrollará un plan

de comunicación / apoyo diario, que incluye horas de disponibilidad. La comunicación podría incluir: correo electrónico del personal

del WCSD, equipos de Microsoft, llamadas telefónicas y otras plataformas acordadas entre el miembro del personal y la familia.

• El director de su hijo y otro personal de apoyo ayudarán con la comunicación entre los maestros y las familias y lo apoyarán cuando

sea necesario para ayudar a las familias a sentirse exitosas durante el "aprendizaje a distancia".

Posible horario diario para su hijo: Clave - si su hijo/hija se frustra, deténgase, escriba lo que es confuso para cuando se conecta con 

el maestro de su salón de clases y realice una actividad diferente. El ritmo de las actividades debe coincidir con las necesidades de 

aprendizaje de su hijo/hija, su nivel de desarrollo y la situación personal de su familia.  

Estamos aquí - para apoyarlo a usted y a su hijo/hija, por favor use a su maestro de aula y otro personal de apoyo escolar como recursos. 



WCSD 3-5 DISTANCE LEARNING LESSON PLANS 

WEEK ONE – April 1st – April 3rd  
Notes for families:  

* For your academic assignments - Complete the learning activities for the subjects below. Feel 

free to change the length of time you spend on each subject throughout the week to meet the 

needs of your student and your families. You simply need your child to complete all the 

assignments by the end of the week.  

*The Social and Emotional Learning Signature Practices will help your child to incorporate some of 

the social-emotional skills they have been working on all year long. This is especially important 

throughout this distance learning experience.  Your student can write these in a journal or 

notebook to practice self-awareness and self-regulation stills. Our first SEL focus is Courage.  

-  

Courage is doing the right thing, even when it is hard.  When you have courage, it doesn’t mean that you aren’t afraid.  Having courage means that you 
push those fears aside to do what is right. You make choices that help you be your best self, making life better for you and for others around you.   

Subject and Learning 
Goal 

Description Online Resource(s) Extra Help/Tips If Your 
Student/Family 

Needs It 
SEL Starter – Time to 

warm up your brain. 
This will help get your 
brain ready to learn.  

 
 

CHOOSE ONE EACH DAY 

• Write down the word “courage” and draw 3 

things that show what it means to you. 

• Pick your favorite superhero.  Explain how they 

are courageous. 

• Exercise your courage! Pick a minimum of 3 
new things that you want to try today.    

Journaling ideas (create a 
profile by submitting 
your email and receive 
daily quotes and 
inspirational thoughts 
to write about, relate 
to, or develop a plan to 
use) 

https://www.jesselewisch
ooselove.org/daily-dose-
sign-up/ 

 

SEL Brain Breaks – Is your 
brain getting tired? Try 
one of these before, 
during, and/or after a 

(PICK ONE EACH TIME YOU NEED A BREAK)  

• “Star” Breathing (see below) 

Go Noodle – Youtube 
Channel 
https://bit.ly/2xnscag 
 

 

3

https://www.jesselewischooselove.org/daily-dose-sign-up/
https://www.jesselewischooselove.org/daily-dose-sign-up/
https://www.jesselewischooselove.org/daily-dose-sign-up/
https://bit.ly/2xnscag


tough lesson or 
activity.  

• Play rock, paper, scissors with someone in your

home.  First to 5 games/wins.

• “Balloon” Breathing (See Below)

• Try and rub your belly with your right hand
while patting the top of your head with your
left hand.  Can you switch?

Mind Yeti -  
https://bit.ly/2UdYNbV 

Reading practice – Spend 
time listening to 
reading and practicing 
reading on your own. 
The more time you 
spend practicing, the 
better reader you will 
become! Plus, reading 
is fun! 

Read fiction and/or nonfiction books (picture books, 
chapter books, or a combination) independently for at 
least 30 minutes per day and complete the At Home 

Reading Log. 

 Options for books – 

• Read-alouds

• Books you have around the house

• Libby (online Washoe Co. library app)

• Benchmark materials that have been brought

home

• Log in to Clever to read your Benchmark books

online using your Clever Badge (if you have

one), or the link to the right

• Newspaper and magazines

Extension: Students can create a *one-pager* that 
tells what the student read in a visual manner-can be 
drawings, charts, mind-maps, etc. Let the student’s 
imagination drive this product. 

Read-alouds can be found 
on 
www.storylineonline.n
et..  

Libby (online Washoe Co. 
library app) 

Clever for Benchmark 
books online, 
https://bit.ly/33THvnH 

Grades 3-5: At Home 
Reading Log for Fiction 
and Nonfiction Books 

Students can read 
books at their 
reading level, be 
read to by someone 
else, or read a book 
in their native 
language. 

Literacy -Vocabulary Vocabulary/Word Work 
Complete one personal dictionary entry each day 
using one of your independent fiction or nonfiction 
books (picture book or chapter book). 

Extension: Students can create fun, detailed sentences 
with their new words. See how many different parts 

Create Your Own Personal 
Dictionary 

Students can dictate or 
tell their thoughts to 
someone and they can 
write for them. 

Students can draw and 
label pictures about 
words. 

p. 8

p. 9
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. 

of speech you can use-can it be a noun? A verb? An 
adjective? An adverb? Draw a picture of what each 
of your sentences describes. 

Students can complete 
this in their native 
language. 

Writing Skills- Narrative Writing:  Write a personal letter, about one 
of the books you have been reading this week, to a 
friend or family member.  Before you write your letter, 
tell someone what you would like to write about. After 
you have written your letter, read it to someone.  
Make sure to include details from the book. You can 
send this letter or keep it. 

To write a strong personal letter, writers 
include the features of a personal letter -- 

• a heading that includes the writer’s address
and a date

• a greeting that ends with a comma
• a body, or the main text, divided into

paragraphs
• a closing followed by a comma and a signature

Extension: Write a response letter from the person 
who wrote your letter? What questions would they 
have? What interested them the most? 

Students may record 
their letter on a device, 
dictate or tell their 
thoughts to someone 
and they can write for 
them. 

Students may write in 
their native language. 

Students can draw and 
label a picture that 
shows several details 
from the story as the 
body of their letter 
and/or write sentences 
using the frames: 
My story is about____. 
Something important 
that happens in the 
story is___________. 

Math Game of the Week: 

• Salute!

Salute: 

https://bit.ly/39kulRw 

p. 12
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Science and Social 
Studies 

Activity: “Design a Water Park” 

The city council is looking for ideas on how to provide more summer activities 
for families in your community.  You decide to suggest a new water park.  Draw 
a map of your dream water park.  Label your map and then build a model of the 
water park with items from around your house.  Once you have made your 
model, show it to someone and explain to them how you made it.  

      Answer these questions underneath the map you drew. 

1. Who would go to this water park?
2. Where would it be?

3. In making your water park, what worked well and what did you have to
change or modify?

4. How does this water park benefit and help solve a problem in your

community?

Extension: Create a scale for your model of a water park. For example, if your 
model of a ride is 2 inches tall, what would it be in real life? With your scale, tell 
how tall each ride would be in real-life. 

Students may record 
their answers on a 
device, dictate or tell 
their thoughts to 
someone and they can 
write for them. 

Students can write in 
their native language. 

Language/Sentence 
Stems: 

My water park would 
be for____________. 
It would be _________. 
It benefits or helps my 
community because__. 
The changes I had to 
make while I was 
making it was_______. 

    Music Participate in the Music Listening Challenge.  
Access the instructions 

At the end of this packet 

SEL - CLOSER 
A cool-down for your 

brain”- This is how you 
will end your day.  

 (CHOOSE ONE EACH DAY) 

• How can you help someone be courageous?

• In what ways have you or a friend shown courage today.  Try and identify 1-
3 courageous moments.

• What does it feel like to be courageous?

Breathing Techniques: 

6
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Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Reading Log for Fiction and Nonfiction Books, 3-5, Week 1
Directions: Students should read at least 30 minutes per day independently or with a partner (these can be several books and/or a chapter book read over time). Record the total 
number of books read and choose your best book. Read-alouds can be found on www.storylineonline.net. 

Book Totals Title of Today's Best Book Fiction Nonfiction 
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Create Your Own Personal Dictionary Week 1 
 
Each day complete the following:  
 
1. Choose one unfamiliar or challenging word from your independent reading book. 
2. Write the sentence from the text and include the page number. 
3. Write what you think the word means. 
4. Write the dictionary definition of the word. 
5. Write the part of speech. 
6. Write an antonym and a synonym.  
7. Write your own original sentence using the word. 
 
 

Example/Sample Format 
 

Book Title: The Book Thief 
Word: morose 
 
Sentence from text: “When she finished, she found the young man at the table, utterly 
morose.” 
 
Page: 198 
 
What do you think the word means? sick 
 
Definition: marked by or expressive of gloom 
 
Part of Speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) : adjective 
 
Synonym (word that means the same)/ Antonym (word that is the opposite) --  
 
Synonym: bleak 
 
Antonym: cheerful 
 
Original sentence: Sam was feeling morose after losing in the state final basketball game.  
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DAY ONE: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
 
 

DAY TWO: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym: 
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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DAY THREE: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 
 

 

Salute! 
 
Mathematical Understanding: 
Number sense and flexibility with operations are built 
through practice with addition and multiplication facts. 
 

Grade Level: 3-5 
 
Number of Players: 3 
 
Materials Needed: Deck of cards 
 
Notes: Aces act as 1, face cards may act as 
10s or be removed. 
 

Object of the Game:  To correctly identify the value of cards quickly and win an opponent’s 
cards. The player with largest share of cards wins the game.  
 
Directions: 
Player 1 and Player 2 split the deck into two equal piles and place them face down.  
 
Player 3 calls “Salute!” Players 1 and 2 each take a card off the top of their pile and place it 
against their forehead, number side facing out, without looking at the card’s value. 
 
Player 3 looks at both cards and calls out the sum or product made by the two cards. 
 
Players 1 and 2 use the sum or product to determine the value of their own card. The first 
player to call out the correct value of their own card wins both cards.  
 
After all cards have been used, the player with the most cards wins the round.  
 
 
Optional: If a player calls out an incorrect amount, the other player is given an opportunity to respond before the 
same player may call out another value.  
 
 
 
 
 

Guiding Questions: 
What do you know? 
Where do you think you will begin?  
Where are you stuck?  What is confusing? What are you wondering about? 
What are you going to try?  
What did you think about to come to your answer? 

12



 
 

WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 
 

Differentiation: 
 
Values may be added or removed from the deck of cards depending on the strengths of the 
players with addition and multiplication.  
 
This game can be played with four players, three with a card on their forehead and one 
adding or multiplying the numbers together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Game Trajectory: 
Pre K-K: 2 players, deck of cards containing values 1-5 
only. Player 1 places a card on their forehead with the 
value facing out. Player 2 builds value of the card using 
objects. Player 1 uses the objects to identify the value of 
their own card.  
Option: Numeral recognition and number order along a 
number line. 
 
K-2: 3 players, deck of cards may have face cards 
removed or consider them to be values of 10. Game is 
played using sums.  
 
3-5: 3 players, played using multiplication or addition. 
Deck of cards uses face cards as 10s when playing 
multiplication version. A special deck containing values 
1-20 may be used for addition.   
 
5-6: 3 players, played using multiplication or addition. 
The special deck containing values 1-20 may be used for 
multiplication and addition versions.  
 
 
 
 

Clean up Checklist for Game Bag: 
 
Salute! directions placard 
 
Salute! directions copies (extras) 
 
Deck of cards 
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WCSD 3-5 DISTANCE LEARNING LESSON PLANS 

WEEK TWO – April 6th – April 10th 
Notes for families:  

* For your academic assignments - Complete the learning activities for the subjects below. Feel free to change the 

length of time you spend on each subject throughout the week to meet the needs of your student and your 

families. You simply need your child to complete all the assignments by the end of the week.  

*The Social and Emotional Learning Signature Practices will help your child to incorporate some of the social-

emotional skills they have been working on all year long. This is especially important throughout this distance 

learning experience.  Your student can write these in a journal or notebook to practice self-awareness and self-

regulation stills. Our first SEL focus is Gratitude.  

-  

Gratitude is mindful thankfulness.  When you show gratitude, you take the time to be thankful for the things and people in your life.  There is always 
something to be grateful for and when you stop and find things to be grateful for, you develop an “Attitude of Gratitude.” This positive attitude 
improves your life and the life of others around you. 

Subject and Learning 
Goal 

Description Online Resource(s) Extra Help/Tips If Your 
Student/Family 

Needs It 

SEL Starter – Time to 
warm up your brain. 
This will help get your 
brain ready to learn.  

 
 

(CHOOSE ONE EACH DAY) 

• Write down the term gratitude on a piece of paper.  

Now decorate the paper with doodles that show 

acts of gratitude.  

• What is one thing that you are struggling with?  

Identify some of the positives that are surrounding 

your struggle. 

• Write a brief response to the following quote: 

“Gratitude is turning what you have into enough.”   

• Create a list of things that “awe or inspire” you with 

nature.  Pick one and explain why you are thankful 

for nature providing you that “thing.”.    

Journaling ideas (create a 
profile by submitting 
your email and receive 
daily quotes and 
inspirational thoughts 
to write about, relate 
to, or develop a plan to 
use) 

 
https://www.jesselewisch
ooselove.org/daily-dose-
sign-up/ 
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• Write down 10 things that you are excited about 
regarding the future.  Pick two and explain why they 
excite you 

SEL Brain Breaks – Is your 
brain getting tired? Try 
one of these before, 
during, and/or after a 
tough lesson or 
activity. 

 
  

 
 

(PICK ONE EACH TIME YOU NEED A BREAK)  

• Physical Challenge--Grab your nose with left hand, 

and grab your left earlobe with your right hand, and 

then quickly switch so that your right hand is on 

your nose and your left hand is grabbing your right 

earlobe. 10 times.  

• “Pretzel” Breathing (see below) 

• Pick a color that makes you feel calm, safe and 

peaceful.  Imagine you are surrounded by this color.  

Describe what you feel. Try and rub your belly with 

your right hand while patting the top of your head 

with your left hand.  Can you switch? 

• Pick your favorite food.  Pretend you are the chef 

cooking it.  Act out how you cook your favorite 

food.  

• Play a game of head, shoulders, knees and 
toes!  How fast can you go?!? 

 

 
Go Noodle – Youtube 
Channel 
https://bit.ly/2xnscag 
 
Mind Yeti -  
https://bit.ly/2UdYNbV 
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Reading practice – Spend 
time listening to 
reading and practicing 
reading on your own. 
The more time you 
spend practicing, the 
better reader you will 
become! Plus, reading 
is fun!  

Read fiction and/or nonfiction books (picture books, 
chapter books, or a combination) independently for at 
least 30 minutes per day and complete the At Home 
Reading Log.  

Options for books – 

• Read-alouds

• Books you have around the house

• Libby (online Washoe Co. library app)

• Benchmark materials that have been brought

home

• Log in to Clever to read your Benchmark books

online, using your Clever Badge (if you have

one), or the link to the right

• Newspaper and magazines

. 
Extension: Students can create a *one-pager* that 
tells what the student read in a visual manner-can be 
drawings, charts, mind-maps, etc. Let the student’s 
imagination drive this product. 

Read-alouds can be found 
on 
www.storylineonline.n
et..  

Libby (online Washoe Co. 
library app) 

Clever for  Benchmark 
books online, 
https://bit.ly/3acVAPc 

Grades 3-5: At Home 
Reading Log for Fiction 
and Nonfiction Books 

Students can read 
books at their 
reading level, be 
read to, or read a 
book in student’s 
native language. 

Writing – 
One way 
to 
become 
a 
stronger 
writer is to write about 
something you’ve read. 

Narrative Writing:  Choose one of the books or 
chapters you read this week and write a narrative that 
continues the story. You can choose what you would 
want the next chapter of the book to say, or write a 
different ending of a book you have finished.  

Remember that a well written narrative -- 
• has a clear purpose, or focus
• is well organized and has a narrative point of view
• gives details about time and place, events, and
characters
• uses clear language that suits your purpose
• uses correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar

Students may record 
their narrative on a 
device, dictate or tell 
their thoughts to 
someone and they can 
write it for them. 

Students can write in 
their native language. 

Language/Sentence 
Frames:  The next 
part of my story is 
_______.  This is 

p. 20
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important because 
_________. 

Students can draw and 
label a detailed 
picture of the next 
part of the story or a 
new ending. 

Literacy – Vocabulary Vocabulary/Word Work 
Complete one personal dictionary entry each day 
using one of your independent fiction or nonfiction 
books (picture book or chapter book). 

Extension: Students can create fun, detailed sentences 
with their new words. See how many different parts of 
speech you can use-can it be a noun? A verb? An 
adjective? An adverb? Draw a picture of what each of 
your sentences describes. 

Create Your Own Personal 
Dictionary 

Students can dictate or 
tell their thoughts to 
someone and they can 
write for them. 

Students can draw and 
label pictures about 
their words. 

Students can complete 
this in their native 
language. 

Math Games of the Week: 

• Four in a Row

• High Roller

• Rolling for 50

Four in a Row:  
https://bit.ly/2UC3Lya 

High Roller:  
https://bit.ly/2y6kp1j 

Rolling for 500:  
https://bit.ly/2WEloQg 

If you do not have dice 
at home, you can cut 
out, fold, and tape or 
glue the dice located 
here. 

There are also several 
free dice apps 
available in the App 
Store. 

p. 21
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Science and Social 
Studies 

Activity: 

Go outside and take pictures, make a video, or draw and label as many different 

things in nature as you can find. Classify your drawings or pictures into living and 

nonliving categories. Tell someone why the objects are living or nonliving.  Then 

talk about and write your answers to the following questions. 

1. How do we use these living things or natural resources?

2. How might the living things you saw encourage people to want to settle in

Nevada?

3. What do you think would happen if one of the living things became extinct?

Tell someone how you think this would affect the other living things you

found.

Extension: You will be colonizing (moving to) Mars. You will not receive shipments 
from Earth. You are taking everything that you will need to survive on Mars with 
you. Pack your shipment now. What resources living and non-living would you 
need in order to survive? Give reasons for each item that you decide to take 
with 

     you. 

Students can complete 

this in their native 

language. 

Students can dictate or 
tell their thoughts to 
someone and they can 
write for them. 

Students can do a 
combination of 
drawing and writing 
to answer the 
questions. 

Language/Sentence 
Frames: 

I use these resources 
by____________. 

The things I saw would 
make people want 
to live here 
because__. 

If one of the living 
things I found died it 
would cause other 
things to ________. 

MUSIC MUSIC:  Participate in the Music Listening Challenge.  Access the instructions 
At the end of this packet

SEL - CLOSER 
A cool-down for your 

brain”- This is how you 
will end your day.  

 (CHOOSE ONE EACH DAY) 

• Identify 1-3 people you are grateful for.  Explain why you are grateful for them.

• Today is a new holiday focused on gratitude.  What is the new holiday called?
What happens throughout the day for participants to show gratitude?

• Write down 1-3 things that you like about yourself. Explain why you are
thankful for these characteristics.
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• Write 1-3 things down that you “had to do” today.  Now explain why it is

important that you had the chance to “get to do” them. Share your list with

someone.

• What are you grateful for this week?  Why?  How does it feel to express
gratitude for those things?

Breathing Techniques: 
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Day 4

Day 5

Day 7

Day 8

Day 6

Reading Log for Fiction and Nonfiction Books, 3-5, Week 2
Directions: Students should read at least 30 minutes per day independently or with a partner (these can be several books and/or a chapter book read over time). Record the total 
number of books read and choose your best book. Read-alouds can be found on www.storylineonline.net. 

Book Totals Title of Today's Best Book Fiction Nonfiction 
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Create Your Own Personal Dictionary Week 2 
 
Each day complete the following:  
 
1. Choose one unfamiliar or challenging word from your independent reading book. 
2. Write the sentence from the text and include the page number. 
3. Write what you think the word means. 
4. Write the dictionary definition of the word. 
5. Write the part of speech. 
6. Write an antonym and a synonym.  
7. Write your own original sentence using the word. 
 
 

Example/Sample Format 
 

Book Title: The Book Thief 
Word: morose 
 
Sentence from text: “When she finished, she found the young man at the table, utterly 
morose.” 
 
Page: 198 
 
What do you think the word means? sick 
 
Definition: marked by or expressive of gloom 
 
Part of Speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) : adjective 
 
Synonym (word that means the same)/ Antonym (word that is the opposite) --  
 
Synonym: bleak 
 
Antonym: cheerful 
 
Original sentence: Sam was feeling morose after losing in the state final basketball game.  
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DAY FOUR: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
 
 

DAY FIVE: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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DAY SIX: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
 
 
 

DAY SEVEN: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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DAY EIGHT: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 
 

 

Four in a Row 
 
Mathematical Understanding: 
Building fluency with factors, multiples, and recall of 
single-digit multiplication facts.  

Grade Level: 3-5 
 
Number of Players: 2 
 
Materials Needed: Four-in-a-row 
gameboard, two paperclips, pen or 
pencil 
 
 

Object of the Game:   
The first player to mark four squares in a row on the Four-in-a-row gameboard wins the 
game.  
 
Directions: 
Player 1 puts a paper clip on a number in the factor list. No square on the gameboard is 
marked or colored by Player 1 because only one factor has been marked; it takes two factors 
to make a product.  
 
Player 2 puts the other paper clip on any number in the factor list (including the same 
number marked by Player 1) and then marks (may use an X, O, etc.) or covers the product of 
the two factors on the gameboard.  
 
Player 1 moves either one of the paper clips to another number and then shades or covers 
the new product. Only one paper clip may be moved by a player during their turn. The two 
paper clips can be moved to the same factor to create a doubles fact. 
 
Each player, in turn, moves a paper clip to create a new product and marks that product on 
the gameboard. If a product is already marked, the player does not get to mark a product for 
that turn. The winner is the first player to mark four squares in a row -- up and down, across, 
or diagonally. 
 
 
 
Guiding Questions: 
What do you know? 
Where do you think you will begin?  
Where are you stuck?  What is confusing? What are you wondering about? 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 
 

What are you going to try? 
What did you think about to come to your answer? 
 
Differentiation: 
 
Before play begins, players may decide that either three-in-a-row (easier) or five-in-a-row 
(more challenging) is needed to win the game. 
 
Players may add extra digits to the number line by writing them in. For example, writing in a 
10 on the end of the number line creates more options for making some products.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Game Trajectory: 
Pre-K-K: Players use a gameboard containing 
pictorial representations of digits 1-10. They match 
the pictorials to written digits on a number line to 
claim a square. 
 
K-2: Players use the gameboard containing digits 1-
20 and move paperclips on the number line to 
create sums and claim squares.  
 
3-5: Players use the 6x6 products gameboard and 
move paperclips on a number line to create 
products and claim squares.  
 
5-6: Players use the 6x6 productsgame board and 
move paperclips on a number line to create 
products and claim squares. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean up Checklist for Game Bag: 
 
Copies of gameboard recording sheets 
 
Pre K-K: Matching, pictorial representations 
 
K-2: 5x4 Sums gameboard 
 
3-5: 6x6 Products gameboard 
 
5-6: 6x6 Products gameboard 
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Four in a Row 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 14

15 16 18 20 21 24

25 27 28 30 32 35

36 40 42 45 48 49

54 56 63 64 72 81

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Winner___________ Winner___________

Winner___________ Winner___________

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 14

15 16 18 20 21 24

25 27 28 30 32 35

36 40 42 45 48 49

54 56 63 64 72 81

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 14

15 16 18 20 21 24

25 27 28 30 32 35

36 40 42 45 48 49

54 56 63 64 72 81

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 14

15 16 18 20 21 24

25 27 28 30 32 35

36 40 42 45 48 49

54 56 63 64 72 81
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: 5.NBT 
 

High Roller 

 
Mathematical Understanding: 

• Recognizing quantities and numerals that are 
greater than and less than 

• Meaning of multiplication and strategy 
application to create the largest products possible 
 

**Children may use the calculator for support as   
 needed. 
 

Grade Level: 3-5 
 
Number of Players: 2 to 4 players 
per group 
 
Materials Needed:  

• Two dice per group 
• High Roller Recording Sheet  
• Optional:  

-calculator for checking 
computations 
-extra dice  

 
 

Object of the Game:  To identify numbers that are greater than and less than and then 
multiply those numbers to create the greatest factor. 
 
Directions: 
Player 1 rolls 2 dice, identifies and keeps the die showing a greater value and then re-rolls 
the other die to find a get a new value.  
  
Player 1 then multiplies the values of both die and records the factor’s value on the recording 
sheet. This concludes one round of play for Player 1.  
  
Each Player in turn repeats these steps. 
 
Play continues until each Player has played 2 rounds. 
 
Each Player then adds the values from both rounds. This sum is the players total score. 
 
The winner is the player with the greatest total score after 2 rounds of play. 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: 5.NBT 
 

Optional: The game may be extended for to include more rounds.  
 
The game can be played with three or more dice. Players roll as many times during each 
round as there are dice. The player may keep the highest number on each roll and on the last 
roll, multiply all values to create one factor.  
 
Players may need to work together to identify the greater number on the dice, to multiply 
the values or to add the factors to get total scores for players. 
 
Guiding Questions: 
What do you know? 
Where do you think you will begin?  
Where are you stuck?  What is confusing? What are you wondering about? 
What are you going to try? 
What did you think about to come to your answer?   

Differentiation: 
 
To keep all players involved, other players may be given the responsibility of using the 
calculator to confirm the calculations. 
 
On a place value chart or similar organizer, all students can write each player’s score in the 
box in the column for the appropriate numeral. 
 
Game Trajectory: 
 
Pre K-K: Players roll dice to recognize numerals, compare 
numbers to identify which is greater than or less than, write 
numerals, and determine sums.  
 
K-2: Players roll dice to recognize numerals, identify which is 
greater than or less than, and determine the greatest value.  
 
3-5:  Players roll dice and use the value to create the largest 
factor possible. The factors are combined to create the largest 
sum possible.  
 
5-6:  Players roll three or more dice and multiply using three or 
more factors. Players may also keep and use a two-digit number 
to create a factor.  
 

Clean up Checklist for Game Bag: 
 
High Roller directions sheets 
 
High Roller recording sheets 
Dice 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: 5.NBT 
 

 

High Roller Recording Sheet:   
Player 1 
 
 
High score for round 1     ________________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     ________________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   _________________ 

Player 2 
 
 
High score for round 1     ________________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     ________________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   _________________ 
 
 
 
 

Player 3 
 
 
 
High score for round 1     _______________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     _______________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   ________________                          
 
 
 
 

Player 4 
 
 
 
High score for round 1     ________________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     ________________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   _________________ 
 
 
 

30



 
 

 

High Roller Recording Sheet:   
Player 1 
 
 
High score for round 1     ________________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     ________________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   _________________ 

Player 2 
 
 
High score for round 1     ________________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     ________________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   _________________ 
 
 
 
 

Player 3 
 
 
 
High score for round 1     _______________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     _______________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   ________________                          
 
 
 
 

Player 4 
 
 
 
High score for round 1     ________________ 
 
 
 
 
High score for round 2     ________________ 
 
 
 
Total                                   _________________ 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 
 

 

Rolling for 500 
 
Mathematical Understanding: 
Students strengthen numerical fluency through practice 
with strategies used for addition and subtraction.  

Grade Level: 3-5 
 
Number of Players: 2-4 
 
Materials Needed:  

 a die 

 a gamepiece for each player 

 gameboard 
 

Object of the Game:   
The first player to reach or cross the Finish wins the game. 
 
Directions: 
Each player places their marker on the Start square of the shared gameboard. 

 

Player 1 rolls the die. Match the number rolled to the table on the gameboard to determine 

how many spaces to move forward or backward. Player 1 moves their marker. 

 

Players take turns rolling the die and using the table to determine spaces moved. 

 

The first player to reach or cross the Finish line wins the game.  

 

Players cannot move below zero and wait at the start space for a positive roll. 

Two players can be on the same space on the gameboard at the same time.  

 

Optional:  
When playing the estimation version, players can state out loud what their exact space would be and how close they 
are to the space they move onto to. Which space is the closest and why? 
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Guiding Questions: 
What do you know? 
Where do you think you will begin?  
Where are you stuck?  What is confusing? What are you wondering about? 
What are you going to try? 
What did you think about to come to your answer?  

 
 

Differentiation: 
 
Two versions of the game can be used for grades 3-5. Rolling for 500 gives practice with 
place value strategies to add and subtract numbers up to 500. Rolling for 500 estimation 
gives practice with place value strategies for addition and subtraction and also requires 
comparative reasoning in order to properly place the gameboard marker.  
 
 
 
 

Game Trajectory: 
Pre K-K: Counting along a number line to 20  
 
K-2: Addition and subtraction to get to 50  
 
3-5: Rolling for 500 or Rolling for 500 estimation version 
 
5-6: Rolling for 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean up Checklist for Game Bag: 
 
Die 
 
gamepiece markers 
 
gameboards 
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WCSD 3-5 DISTANCE LEARNING LESSON PLANS 

WEEK THREE – April 13th – April 17th 

Notes for families:  

* For your academic assignments - Complete the learning activities for the subjects below. Feel free to change the 

length of time you spend on each subject throughout the week to meet the needs of your student and your families. 

You simply need your child to complete all the assignments by the end of the week.  

*The Social and Emotional Learning Signature Practices will help your child to incorporate some of the social-

emotional skills they have been working on all year long. This is especially important throughout this distance learning 

experience.  Your student can write these in a journal or notebook to practice self-awareness and self-regulation stills. 

Our first SEL focus is Compassion.  

-  

Compassion: Compassion in action is the understanding of a problem or the suffering of another and acting to solve the problem or alleviate the 
suffering.  When you show compassion in action, you step outside yourself to do something to connect with others and help better their situation or 
lives, whether physically or mentally.   

Subject and Learning 
Goal 

Description Online Resource(s) Extra Help/Tips If Your 
Student/Family Needs It 

SEL Starter – Time to 
warm up your brain. 
This will help get your 
brain ready to learn.  

 
 

(CHOOSE ONE EACH DAY) 

• What does compassion mean to you?  Identify 
3-5 ways to show compassion. 

• List some ways to show compassion.  Pick one 
act of compassion and complete it.  (example: 
give someone a hug)  

• Create an acrostic poem for the word “kind.”  
(example provided in additional resources)  

• Say something nice to someone.  How does it 
feel? How does it feel when someone says a 
nice thing about you?  

• If compassion were an animal, what animal 
would it be?  Why? 

•  

Journaling ideas (create a 
profile by submitting 
your email and receive 
daily quotes and 
inspirational thoughts 
to write about, relate 
to, or develop a plan to 
use) 

 
https://www.jesselewisch
ooselove.org/daily-dose-
sign-up/ 
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SEL Brain Breaks – Is your 
brain getting tired? Try 
one of these before, 
during, and/or after a 
tough lesson or 
activity. 

(PICK ONE EACH TIME YOU NEED A BREAK) 

• “pretzel” breathing

• Create a kindness doodle.  Give it to a friend.

• 5,4,3,2,1: Wiggle your toes 5 times, shrug your

shoulders 4 times, make arms circles 3 times,

squeeze your hands into a ball 2 times, do 1

jumping jack (repeat as many times as

needed).

• “drain” breathing

• Pick you 3 favorite animals and act out how

they go through their day.

Go Noodle – Youtube 
Channel 
https://bit.ly/2xnscag 

Mind Yeti -  
https://bit.ly/2UdYNbV 

Reading practice – Spend 
time listening to 
reading and practicing 
reading on your own. 
The more time you 
spend practicing, the 
better reader you will 
become! Plus, reading 
is fun!  

Read fiction and/or nonfiction books (picture books, 
chapter books, or a combination) independently for at 
least 30 minutes per day and complete the At Home 
Reading Log.  

Options for books – 

• Read-alouds

• Books you have around the house

• Libby (online Washoe Co. library app)

• Benchmark materials that have been brought

home

• Log in to Clever to read your Benchmark books

online, using the Clever Badge (if you have

one), or the link to the right

• Newspaper and magazines

EXTENSION: Students can create a *one-pager* that 
tells what the student read in a visual manner-can be 
drawings, charts, mind-maps, etc. Let the student’s 
imagination drive this product. 

Read-alouds can be found 
on 
www.storylineonline.n
et..  

Libby (online Washoe Co. 
library app) 

Clever for Benchmark 
books online,  
https://bit.ly/3acVAPc 

Grades 3-5: At Home 
Reading Log for Fiction 
and Nonfiction Books 

Students can read books at 
their own reading level, have 
someone read to them, 
and/or read in a student’s 
native language. 

Writing – One way to 
become a stronger 

Writing – Narrative:  This week you will write a 
narrative, containing characters and details. This can 

Story Map Students may record their 
narrative on a device, dictate or 

p. 43
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writer is to write about 
something you’ve read. 

be a real or imagined story.  You should break the 
tasks below up across the week.  You can use one of 
their books that you have been reading as a mentor 
text – a text that helps you understand the parts and 
flow of a narrative.  The narrative can have 1 or more 
characters. 

• Fill out the Story Map

• Write a rough draft of your narrative

• Go over your narrative and make changes (edit
and revise)

• Write or type a final copy

tell their thoughts to someone 
and they can write it for them. 

Students can write in their 

native language. 

Language/Sentence Frames: 

The setting of my story is_____. 

The characters in my story are_. 

The problem in my story is___. 

The events in my story are___. 

The solution in my story is____. 

Students can draw and label a 

detailed picture of the next part 

of the story or a new ending. 

Literacy - Vocabulary 
Complete one personal dictionary entry each day 

using one of your independent fiction or nonfiction 
books (picture book or chapter book). 

EXTENSION: Students can create fun, detailed 
sentences with their new words. See how many 
different parts of speech you can use-can it be a noun? 
A verb? An adjective? An adverb? Draw a picture of 
what each of your sentences describes. 

Create Your Own Personal 
Dictionary 

Students can dictate or tell their 

thoughts to someone and they 

can write for them. 

Students can draw and label 

pictures about their words. 

Students can complete this in 

their native language. 

Math Directions:  
Each day, choose 1 of the following; a game, an 
activity or a word problem to do from your grade 
level. Games are for grades 3-5 to help build fluency 
with number. Once you have completed the game, 

Show What You Know 
Recording Sheet 

If you do not have dice at home, 
you can cut out, fold, and tape 
or glue the dice located here. 

p. 45

p. 49
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activity or word problem; fill out the Show What You 
Know recording sheet to share your understanding 
with your teacher.  

Games of the Week: 

• How Close to 100?

• Strive to Derive

• Four Strikes and You’re Out

Grade Level Fractions in the Kitchen Activities 

3rd Grade: 

• Experiment in the kitchen. Pick a recipe that

has fractions and observe the measuring cup.

How many ½ cups does it take to equal a whole

cup? How many ¼ cups does it take to equal a

whole cup? What might you do if you needed

to measure two cups but did not have a two-

cup measure? Do not limit yourself to

fractions; take this opportunity to discuss

addition and subtraction too!

Working on: Fractions are a key portion of 
third grade math curriculum. Practice real-
world applications of fractions.  

4th Grade: 

• Experiment in the kitchen. Using measuring

cups pour 1 cup of water into a clear bowl.

Hand your child the 1/2 cup or 1/4 cup.  Ask

him or her to figure out how many of their

‘smaller’ cups will they need to fill a second

clear bowl up to the same level as yours.

Compare your 1-cup pour with one of your

child’s pours.  Discuss how many more times

How Close to 100?:  
https://bit.ly/2ws4UjM 

Strive to Derive:  
https://bit.ly/2UBNLvJ 

Four Strikes and You’re 
Out: 
http://www.marilynburns
mathblog.com/four-
strikes-and-youre-out/ 

There are also several free dice 
apps available in the App 
Store. 

p. 54
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they will need to pour their ’smaller’ cup 

before they get 1 whole cup. 

 

Working on: Understanding two factions as 
equivalent (equal) if they are the same size, 
comparing two fractions with the same 
numerator or the same denominator by 
reasoning about their size, and recognizing 
fractions that are equivalent to whole numbers 
(4/4 = 1 or 3 = 3/1). 

 5th Grade:  

• Experiment in the kitchen. Start with filling a 

measuring cup with 1, 2 or 3 full cups. If you 

have two cups of water and you want to fill 1/3 

cup measuring cup, how many 1/3 cups can 

you fill with 1, 2 or 3 cups of water? Estimate 

and reason before doing the experiment. For 

example, does thinking about the size of the 

measuring cups help you decide if you will 

need more or less of the 1/3 cup to make the 2 

cups? How many different number sentences 

can you use to model this situation?  

 
 Working on: Understanding division of 
fractions with repeated subtraction.  

 
Problems of the Week from enVisionmath2.0 

Solve these problems any way you choose.  
 

3rd Grade:  
A. Bonnie buys 6 paperback books every month. 

She buys 2 hardcover books every month. How 

many books does she buy in 4 months? 
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B. Jason puts $382 into his bank account. Now he

has $594 in his bank account. How much

money did Jason have in his bank account to

start?

4th Grade: 
A. An airport serves 14 different airlines. Each

airline schedules 45 departing flights each day.

How many flights depart from the airport in

one day?

B. Hiliary has 254 tokens to use for games at Pizza

Mania. She would like to use an equal number

of tokens for each of 3 visits she has planned.

Will Hiliary be able to use the same amount of

tokens for each visit?

5th Grade: 
A. Mr. Smith gave a cashier a $50 bill for a

purchase of $38.70. The cashier gave him a $10

bill, two $1 bills and three dimes back. Did Mr.

Smith get the correct change? Why or why

not?

B. A newly hatched alligator is 0.5 foot long. An

adult alligator is 16.4 times as long. How many

feet longer is the adult alligator then the

newborn alligator?

Science and Social 
Studies 

Activity: 

Go outside at three different times of the day 

(morning, afternoon, evening). Draw and/or label or 

write about what you see in the sky. Answer the 

following questions on paper or discuss with an adult: 

Science graph chart 
can be found on page 
61 in this packet

Students may draw responses 

and label in English or native 

language. Student may record 

answers orally on a device for 

an adult to listen to later. 

Discussions may be in native 

language. Students may dictate 
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• What was the weather like?

• How does weather effect the earth?

• What happens to things like mountains, rocks,
and dirt when it rains or there are high winds?

• What kinds of animals are able to survive in the
climate (weather) we have here in Nevada?

• Do animals have to adapt or change in order to
survive here?

EXTENTION: Go outside over multiple days to see if 
the weather changes and discuss and/or write about 
how any changes in weather might affect the earth 
and the animals who live here. 

answers in English or native 

language. 

Writing can be dictated or 

written by the students.  

Students can also draw and 

label a picture to illustrate the 

importance of their favorite 

living thing. 

Language/Sentence Stems for 
Discussion and/or Writing:  

I saw_______________ in the 
sky.  

The next time I went outside I 
saw____________________. 

The things that changed 
were___________________. 

MUSIC MUSIC:  Participate in the Music Listening Challenge. Access the instructions 
at the end of this packet

SEL - CLOSER 
A cool-down for your 

brain”- This is how you 
will end your day.  

 (CHOOSE ONE EACH DAY) 

• Why is it important to be positive? What impact does it have on you and
others?

• Think of your favorite book, movie, or TV show; how do some of the
characters care for others in the story? Tell a friend or journal about it.

• Reflect on your day: Write down all the times you helped someone today.
See how long of a list you can make. Acts of kindness can be simple and easy!

• Trace your hand on a paper.  In the fingers, write 5 compassion words.  In
the palm, draw what your favorite word for kindness looks like.

• Reflection: How has compassion shaped your words and actions this week?
What acts of compassion did you use this week?  How did they impact others
around you? How did they make you feel?
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Breathing Techniques:  
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Day 9

Day 10

Day 12

Day 13

Day 11

Reading Log for Fiction and Nonfiction Books, 3-5, Week 3
Directions: Students should read at least 30 minutes per day independently or with a partner (these can be several books and/or a chapter book read over time). Record the total 
number of books read and choose your best book. Read-alouds can be found on www.storylineonline.net. 

Book Totals Title of Today's Best Book Fiction Nonfiction 
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© Ellevation                     
 

Name ___________________________  Date________________ 
Story Map 

 

Title  
 

Author  
 

 
Setting 
 

 

Characters 
 

 

 
Problem 
 
 
 

 
Event 
 
 
Event 
 
 
Event 
 
 

 
Solution  
 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
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Create Your Own Personal Dictionary Week 3 
 
Each day complete the following:  
 
1. Choose one unfamiliar or challenging word from your independent reading book. 
2. Write the sentence from the text and include the page number. 
3. Write what you think the word means. 
4. Write the dictionary definition of the word. 
5. Write the part of speech. 
6. Write an antonym and a synonym.  
7. Write your own original sentence using the word. 
 
 

Example/Sample Format 
 

Book Title: The Book Thief 
Word: morose 
 
Sentence from text: “When she finished, she found the young man at the table, utterly 
morose.” 
 
Page: 198 
 
What do you think the word means? sick 
 
Definition: marked by or expressive of gloom 
 
Part of Speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) : adjective 
 
Synonym (word that means the same)/ Antonym (word that is the opposite) --  
 
Synonym: bleak 
 
Antonym: cheerful 
 
Original sentence: Sam was feeling morose after losing in the state final basketball game.  
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DAY NINE: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
 
 

DAY TEN: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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DAY ELEVEN: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
 
 
 

DAY TWELVE: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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DAY THIRTEEN: 
 
Word:  
 
Sentence from text:  
 
Page:  
 
What do you think the word means?  
 
Definition: 
 
Part of Speech: 
  
Synonym/ Antonym --  
 
Synonym: 
 
Antonym:  
 
Original sentence: 
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        Show what you know! 
 

 

DAY 1 

1. What activity did you choose today? ____________________________ 

 

  

2. Use the space below to record your game play or how you solved the 
problem or activity: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today I started counting at _______ and stopped at ________. 

 

Choice Menu for Math Week 3 

 
Game  

 
Game  

 
    

Game  
 

Grade Level 
Activity (A) 

 
Grade Level 
Activity (B) 

 
Problem of the 

Week  
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        Show what you know! 
 

 

DAY 2 

3. What activity did you choose today? ____________________________ 

 

  

4. Use the space below to record your game play or how you solved the 
problem or activity: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today I started counting at _______ and stopped at ________. 

 

Choice Menu for Math Week 3 

 
Game  

 
Game  

    
Game  

 
Activity (A) 

 
Activity (B) 

 
Problem of the 

Week  
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        Show what you know! 
 

 

DAY 3 

5. What activity did you choose today? ____________________________ 

 

  

6. Use the space below to record your game play or how you solved the 
problem or activity: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today I started counting at _______ and stopped at ________. 

Choice Menu for Math Week 3 

 
Game  

 
Game  

    
Game  

 
Activity (A) 

 
Activity (B) 

 
Problem of the 

Week  
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        Show what you know! 
 

 

DAY 4 

7. What activity did you choose today? ____________________________ 

 

  

8. Use the space below to record your game play or how you solved the 
problem or activity: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today I started counting at _______ and stopped at ________. 

 

Choice Menu for Math Week 3 

 
Game  

 
Game  

    
Game  

 
Activity (A) 

 
Activity (B) 

 
Problem of the 

Week  
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        Show what you know! 
 

 

DAY 5 

9. What activity did you choose today? ____________________________ 

 

  

10. Use the space below to record your game play or how you solved the 
problem or activity: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today I started counting at _______ and stopped at ________. 

 

Choice Menu for Math Week 3 

 
Game  

 
Game  

    
Game  

 
Activity (A) 

 
Activity (B) 

 
Problem of the 

Week  

53



 
 

WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 

How Close to 100? 
 
 
Mathematical Understanding: 
Building fluency with factors, multiples, and recall of 
single-digit multiplication facts.  

Grade Level: 3 
 
Number of Players: 2 
 
Materials Needed: How Close to 100? 
gameboard, 2 dice, pen or pencil 
 
 

Object of the Game:   
The goal is to fill up the grid to get it as full as possible. 
 
Directions: 
Player 1 roles 2 dice. The numbers that come up are the factors. The player then draws the 
array on the shared grid anywhere, so long as it does not overlap another array, and writes 
the equation that describes the array. 
 
Player 2 repeats the same process.    
 
Each player continues in turn until both players have rolled the die and cannot put any more 
on the grid.   
 

Guiding Questions: 
What are you going to try? 
What did you think about to come to your answer? 
Is there another way you could figure it out? 
Can you think of another fact that strategy would work well for?  
What equation was the hardest for you to do?  Why? 
What equation was the easiest for you to do? Why 

Differentiation: 
 
 
Each player can have their own number grid.  Play moves forward to see who can get closest 
to 100.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Game Trajectory: Clean up Checklist for Game Bag: 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 

Grade 3 Fall: Players use 1 die to generate a factor 
and then choose the other factor from 1, 2, 5, 10 
based on which will yield the array that is the most 
strategic.  
 
Grade 3 Winter: Players use 1 or 2 dice depending 
on comfort with factors 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9.  Players 
that need more practice with one of the factors 
should play with 1 dice and select the difficult factor 
as a “fixed factor” (will be used for all arrays) and 
use the die to generate the other factor.   
 
Grade 3 Spring: Players use 2 dice to generate both 
factors.   

 
Copies of gameboard  
 
2 Dice 
 
Markers, crayons, pencils, or pens 

 

References:  

Boaler, J. (2015). Fluency without Fear: Appendix A. Retrieved from  
https://bhi61nm2cr3mkdgk1dtaov18-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/FluencyWithoutFear-2015-1.pdf  

 

Kling, G. & Bay-Williams, J. (2014). Assessing basic fact fluency: appendix. Teaching Children Mathematics, 20(8). 
Retrieved from https://www.nctm.org/Publications/Teaching-Children-
Mathematics/2014/Vol20/Issue8/Assessing-Basic-Facts-Fluency/. 
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WCSD Family Math Night (3-5 blue) NVACS Strand: NBT 

How Close to 100? 
Using Known Facts 

 

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 
 

         

 

 

1. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

2. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

3. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

4. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

5. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

6. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

7. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

8. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

9. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___ 

10. (___ x ___) + (___ x ___) = ___
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Strive to Derive  

Materials: 

 Array Cards (use arrays for 3s, 4s, 6s and 9s) 
 Uncooked spaghetti or thin sticks 

 Two teacher-labeled dice; one with 3, 3, 6, 6, 9, 9 and the other with 0, 1, 4, 6, 7, 8 

 

Number of Players: 

 2-4 players 

Instructions: 

1. Spread the array cards out so they can be seen. 

2. Players alternate taking a turn. Player 1 rolls the dice, then- 

a)  finds the array; 

b)  partitions that array (using uncooked spaghetti) into two arrays, one 

of them being a 2, 5, or 10 fact; 

c) says or writes how to find the fact that he or she rolled.  

Example: 

Lisa rolls a 6 and a 7. She places spaghetti to show 5 x 7 and 1 x 7. She then says, 

“Six times seven, thirty-five, and one more seven, forty-two.”  

Optional: 

Student can record arrays: 6 x 7 = 5 x 7 + 7 = 42. 

3. If a player is able to illustrate and explain the fact using a derived fact, he or 

she scores a point. 

4. The player returns the array card to the middle of the table. Play goes to 

the next player. 

5. Play to ten points. 

 

 

                                                                                               Gina Kling and Jennifer Bay-Williams (May 2015)  
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Four Strikes and You’re Out

Several issues come up regularly when teachers seeking help with their math instruction ask me questions. One is a general 

question: How can I motivate my students to enjoy math more? Another relates more to managing instruction in the 

classroom: What can I do during math lessons when some students finish their work quickly while others 

need more time? Another is a concern about practice: How can I give students the practice they need without 

relying on more worksheets? 

One suggestion I offer to respond to all of these questions is: Make games an integral part of math instruction. One 

game that has become a standard in my teaching repertoire is Four Strikes and You’re Out. I’ve taught this game at differ

ent grade levels to give students practice with mental computation, adjusting the numbers, operations, and number of blanks to 

be appropriate for the particular class. The game is sort of a mathematical version of the word game Hangman. (If your stu

dents know how to play Hangman, it may be helpful to reference it when you teach this game.)

When I introduced the game to a class of third graders, I began as I typically do. I wrote Four Strikes and You’re Out on 

the board as I explained to the class that this is the name of a game I was going to teach them. Sammy’s hand shot up and asked 

me the question I typically get.

“Don’t you mean three strikes?” he asked, thinking about baseball.

And I gave my typical response, “We could play the game with three strikes, but let’s try it first with four strikes and then you 

can see which would be better.” Next I wrote a blank frame for a math problem that I knew the children could solve. And next 

to the problem frame, I listed the numbers from 0 to 9.

“One number goes in each blank,” I explained, pointing to the six blanks I had drawn,“ and your job is to figure out the numbers 

in the problem.” I showed the students a folded slip of paper and told them that inside I had written the problem they were to 

guess. (I didn’t tell them the problem: 35 + 10 = 45.)

“Here’s how we play,” I continued. “You guess a number, and if it’s in my problem, I’ll write the number in all the places it 

belongs. But, if you guess a number that’s not in my problem, you get a strike. To win, you have to figure out all of the numbers 

before you get four strikes.”

As with all new investigations, some students were confused. I’ve found that the best way to resolve confusion is to move for

ward. “There’s no way to know at this point in the game what my numbers may be—you just have to guess,” I said. “But after 

you make some correct guesses, you’ll have some clues that can help.”

I called on Celia to make the first guess. “Three,” she said. I referred to my “cheat sheet” with the problem written on it and 

said, “Yes, that’s one of the numbers in the problem.” I wrote 3 where it belonged in the problem and crossed it off the list to 

indicate that it had been guessed.

“Two,” Hiroshi guessed next. I referred to my cheat sheet and said, “No, there’s no 2 in my problem, so that counts as a strike.” 

I crossed out the 2 and wrote an X next to the title to indicate a strike.
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“Nine,” Amanda guessed next. I referred to my cheat sheet again and said, “No, that’s strike two.” The students groaned.

“It’s good that we have four strikes,” Sammy commented. I wrote another X.

“Five,” Maria guessed. I again referred to my cheat sheet. Even though I had memorized the problem, I checked to model for 

the students what they were to do after each guess when they later played the game independently.

“That’s a useful guess,” I said, recording the 5 in the two places it appeared and crossing it out on the list.

A buzz of conversation broke out. A few students realized that the two 5s meant that there had to be a zero in the ones place of 

the second number. Others, however, didn’t notice this. I brought the class back to attention. “Now that you have some clues in 

the problem,” I said, “talk at your tables about what you now know, and what might be a good next guess. Raise your hand 

when you’re ready to make the next guess.” After a moment or so, about half the hands were raised. I called on Charlotte.

“There has to be a zero,” she said.

“Can you explain why?” I asked.

“Because you’re adding something to 35 and the answer ends in a 5. So the number you’re adding has to end in zero.” Some stu

dents nodded in agreement and others looked confused. I’ve learned that after playing the game several times, more students 

begin to reason numerically about how the clues can help. This thinking calls for computing mentally, thinking about numerical 

structures, and helps develop number sense. At this point, I focused on being sure they all at least knew how to play.

“So you’d like to guess a zero?” I asked. Charlotte nodded and I recorded.

Conversation broke out again at their tables. After a few moments, I called the students back to attention and asked, “Who 

would like to share an idea about what you now know?” I called on Nelson.

“You can’t be sure about the missing numbers,” he said. “But if you guess one of the numbers right, then you’ll know the other.”

Anna had something else to add. “Eight won’t work in either place,” she said. “Can I come up to the board and show why?” I 

agreed. She came up and pointed at the first remaining blank. “Look,” she said, “if it’s 35 plus 80, you’d have three numbers in 

the answer because it would be more than 100.” She then pointed at the blank in the sum and continued, “If the answer is 85, 

the second number would have to be 50, but we already used up the five.” I could see that some students didn’t follow Anna’s 

explanation, so I asked the class again to turn and talk at their tables about Anna’s idea and what they might want to guess 

next.

After a moment I asked, “Who wants to make the next guess?” I called on Tom

“Lucky seven,” he guessed.
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I checked the problem and responded, “Strike three.” The students groaned as I recorded a strike and crossed out the 7.

“Let’s see what choices are left,” I said. Together we read the numbers that weren’t crossed out—1, 4, 6, and 8. Max reminded 

us that eight wouldn’t work, but I didn’t cross it out since it hadn’t been guessed.

“Six won’t work either,” Angela said. “We already know nine is wrong, so you can’t have 35 plus 60, and if the answer was 65, 

there would have to be another 3, and we already guessed that number.”

“I guess a one,” Beatrice said.

“And the other number is a four. It has to be 35 plus 10 equals 45,” Sammy said.

I recorded the numbers and said, “Let’s check the addition to be sure it’s right.” Everyone agreed that it was correct.

“You figured out the problem with only three strikes,” I said, “so you win.” The class cheered.

I repeated the game for two more problems (50 + 26 = 76 and 29 + 13 = 42). The next day, we played two more games, and this 

time I changed the number of blanks in one game and the operation from addition to subtraction in the other (37 + 87 = 124 

and 70 – 12 = 58). Later in the year, I used problems that involved multiplication and division, choosing problems that related 

to what the students were learning and practicing (for example, 6 x 5 – 4 = 26 and 5 = 40 ÷ 8).

Tips from the Classroom

This is an example of a game that works well as a wholeclass investigation, for the class to play as one team against the 

teacher. When the students understand how to play, they can learn to play the game independently. For this, I organize the 

class into partners so that each pair of students could play against another pair. I’ve found that having students work in pairs 

helps avoid errors in their responses and encourages communication about how they are reasoning.

First I had each pair think of a problem and, as I had modeled, write it on a slip of paper and fold it. On a half sheet of paper, 

they wrote the blanks for the problem and the list of the numbers from 0 to 9. Then they were ready to play. Pairs took turns, 

first one pair guessing and then switching roles. I added Four Strikes and You’re Out to the class list of Math Games and it 

became a favorite option.

I’ve learned that it’s important that students have the skills they need to play any game I teach, whether the game is intended 

to develop understanding, provide practice, and/or offer challenges. I was careful to introduce the game using an addition 

problem that I knew the students could solve. When the math is accessible, students can more easily focus on learning how to 

play.

I’ve also learned that when I first introduce a game, just as when I present anything new in the classroom, some confusion is 

typical. For that reason, I like to teach a new game to the entire class so that everyone receives the same information. I play 

sample games as many times as needed to resolve all issues of confusion before I expect students to be successful inde

pendently.

Competitive or Cooperative?

Four Strikes and You’re Out is an example of a competitive game where the goal is to win. From their experience playing 

games like TicTacToe, children have learned to play competitive games where someone wins (or sometimes the game ends in 

a tie). Competitive games help students test their skills, take risks, and learn to be graceful winners and losers. However, it’s 

important to foster communication and cooperation among students. 
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                                                            K-5 Science Week 3 
 

Go outside at three different times of the day (morning, afternoon, evening).   

Draw and/or label or write about what you see in the sky in the chart below.  

(Do additional days as an extension option.)   

Answer discussion questions from the lesson plan after drawing or writing in the boxes. 

 

 

Examples of information for your table:  

• Color of the sky 
• Was there wind or rain? 
• Clouds?  
• Can you see the sun? 
• Sun’s place in the sky 
• Sun’s path across the sky 
• Can you see the moon? 
• Moon’s place in the sky 
• Moon’s shape 
• Stars? 

Time Day 1 

Morning 
(AM) 

 

Afternoon 

 

Evening 
(PM) 
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                                                            K-5 Science Week 3 
 

 

Examples of information for your table: 

• Color of the sky 
• Was there wind or rain? 
• Clouds?  
• Can you see the sun? 
• Sun’s place in the sky 
• Sun’s path across the sky 
• Can you see the moon? 
• Moon’s place in the sky 
• Moon’s shape 
• Stars? 

Time Day 2 (Optional Extension) Day 3 (Optional Extension) 

Morning 
(AM) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Afternoon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Evening 
(PM) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

62



Music Listening Challenge!
Let’s have fun listening to music at home!

Select two categories per week from the list and complete a page in 
your music challenge journal for each song!  Write down the name of 

the song, the composer(who wrote it), why you believe this song works 
for the category, and any other thoughts you have about the piece of 

music.  Ask your family for help if you need it!

HAVE FUN!! 
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Music Challenge Song List

1.A song that your family listens to frequently

2. A song that you know every (or almost) single word to

3. A song that makes you feel calm

4. A song with instruments from the orchestra

5. A song that was written in the year you were born

6. A song you want to sing to a family member (record it and send 

it to them!)

7. A song that makes you want to dance

8. A song that mentions a number somewhere in the song

9. A song that sounds like Spring. Happy Spring!

10.A song that has no lyrics (words)

11.A song that shows school pride! 

12.Extra challenge: Write a song about how you are feeling this 

week. 

64



Music Challenge Journal

Your Name:__________________________ Teacher’s Name:___________________________

Date:____________________ Songlist Selection #_______

Title of Song:_______________________________________________________________________________

Composer or Artist of Song:___________________________________________________________________

How does this song work with the topic of category of this song? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like to share about this song? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Music Challenge Journal

Your Name:__________________________ Teacher’s Name:___________________________

Date:____________________ Songlist Selection #_______

Title of Song:_______________________________________________________________________________

Composer or Artist of Song:___________________________________________________________________

How does this song work with the topic of category of this song? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like to share about this song? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Music Challenge Journal

Your Name:__________________________ Teacher’s Name:___________________________

Date:____________________ Songlist Selection #_______

Title of Song:_______________________________________________________________________________

Composer or Artist of Song:___________________________________________________________________

How does this song work with the topic of category of this song? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like to share about this song? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Music Challenge Journal

Your Name:__________________________ Teacher’s Name:___________________________

Date:____________________ Songlist Selection #_______

Title of Song:_______________________________________________________________________________

Composer or Artist of Song:___________________________________________________________________

How does this song work with the topic of category of this song? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like to share about this song? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Music Challenge Journal

Your Name:__________________________ Teacher’s Name:___________________________

Date:____________________ Songlist Selection #_______

Title of Song:_______________________________________________________________________________

Composer or Artist of Song:___________________________________________________________________

How does this song work with the topic of category of this song? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like to share about this song? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Music Challenge Journal

Your Name:__________________________ Teacher’s Name:___________________________

Date:____________________ Songlist Selection #_______

Title of Song:_______________________________________________________________________________

Composer or Artist of Song:___________________________________________________________________

How does this song work with the topic of category of this song? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you would like to share about this song? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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